




or compost. It helps sandy soils hold onto 
water and nutrients. Because it is filled 
with millions of little holes, it provides a 

home for the helpful soil organisms which 
make your plants thrive. Remember how 
it is very slow to break down? Thousands 
of years! You don’t have to keep adding it 
year after year. This is our first year to sell 
Terra-C for the home gardener. We have 
given it to Ken Allan who does vegetable 
garden research and his results are very en-
couraging. You will be on the cutting edge 
of a new wave in gardening and taking a bit 
of CO2 out of the air while you are at it.

continued from page 1 (Mitigate Global Warming with Terra-C)

A simple pleasure that we enjoy at the  
greenhouses are the company of a 

pair or ravens nesting in one of the barns. 
It is really hard not to anthropomorphize 
these creatures. They seem to command the 
area, and rather than you observing them, 
the distinct impression is often that they 
are overseeing their domain and keeping 
an eye on all that happens. As they fly over 
the area  you can see them land in virtually 
any location and just “chill”. One of their fa-
vourite locations is our pile of wood chips, 
likely because it is a source of both water 
and easily transported building materials!
    Although most of the time appearing 
quite laid back, whenever a perceived 
threat to the nest appears, one of the ravens 
will go into defense mode and it is anything 
but relaxing, especially for the target. Many 
times we’ve seen a red-tail hawk soaring 
above the barn with one of the ravens in 
hot pursuit. Despite being a large bird, they 
are amazingly dexterous as fliers, even ex-
ecuting barrel roles. The hawk, which is 
considerably larger, may not be under 
mortal threat, but it definitely disturbs it 
patterns enough to eventually give up and 
leave the area, no doubt breathing a huge 
sigh of relief as it flies off. 
    Once the eggs hatch and the babies fledge, 
the real fun begins. The children must 
learn the ropes and they start by follow-
ing, or being herded by mom and dad over 

the kingdom. While the adults have a slow 
grace to them (albeit sometimes loud!) the 
babies are the physical comedians. Often 
you can see them land on a building. The 
adults land effortlessly on the most precar-
ious perch. The babies will try to land, miss 
the spot, and start a noisy slide down the 
roof until they recover.
   When you are at the greenhouse, make 
sure to check out the ravens . . . you can be 
sure they will be checking you out.

RAVENS WATCHING OVER GREENHOUSE

OUR FLOWERS
annuals and perennials
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Top to Bottom: Rose, Straw 
Flower, the back beds at the 
greenhouse in Odessa, Black 
Eyed Susan. 
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FOLLOW US:
search for Burt's Greenhouses
on facebook

twitter:
twitter.com/BrianBGH

Dangerous propaganda enclosed . . . may cause you to 
insist on getting dirt under your fingernails and stains on 
your knees. Burt's Greenhouses will not be held 
responsible for your behavior after reading the contents.

VICTORIA DAY SPECIAL!

Free 4-pak of annuals or vegetables 
with any plant purchase! 

Available from May 20th — 25th.
A wide selection of plants to choose from.

Limit is 1 per customer.

Our plants are available at the greenhouse in 
Odessa, plus our five other convenient locations.

        Burt’s Greenhouses
            539 Maple Road, Odessa
           613-386-3426

SIX LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

Grant’s No Frills
1192 Division Street
Kingston

Metro Bayridge
775 Bayridge Drive
Kingston

Food Basics
1225 Princess Street
Kingston

Belleville No Frills
211 Bell Boulevard 
Belleville

Hibert’s No Frills
450 Centre Street North
Napanee
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